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Religion column: A great answer to a different
question

Here's a snippet of a conversation I hear frequently, not exactly in these words, but something like it:

"I've been wondering something about people who believe in the Bible. How do you know that it's true?"

"Because it's God's word."

I have a word of encouragement for those who think "Because it's
God's word" is a good answer. You're right, it is—except it's a good
answer to a different question.

Text NEWS to 71593 for headlines from the Daily Press. Click
here for other text alerts.

It's a great answer to a lot of questions, actually. "How could such an ancient book still be relevant today?" "What
makes the Bible such a great guide to life?" "How could the Bible be trustworthy and true in everything it affirms?"
The Bible is unique among all books, and the reason is because it's God's own revelation of Himself to His
creation.

But the one who asks the question, "How do you know it's true?" probably won't think much of an answer like,
"Because it's God's word." After all, the conversation could easily have gone the other way around: "How do you
know the Bible is God's word?" "Because it's true." Looking at it that way, it's easy to see something is lacking. It's
almost like repeating the question back in the form of a statement. It doesn't explain much.

I'm a great believer in questions and answers. I've heard too many stories of people who left the faith because no
one would take their questions seriously. That's a tragedy on many levels, one of which is that it's so unnecessary;
for every genuine question about the faith I've ever encountered has a genuine answer.

The big problem with "Because it's God's word" as an answer to the question we started with here is that it's
almost like saying, "If you don't already believe, then I'm not going to help you." Assuming the person genuinely
wants to know (not always the case, unfortunately), the way to help them is by trying to offer answers that make
sense to the questioner, from his or her own perspective.

That might take some time. There are a host of good, valid approaches toward explaining why we can count on
the Bible as true. Different approaches connect with different people. Some people respond to the way the Bible
helps us figure out the strangeness of being human: why we are so great and wonderful, and yet so messed up at
the same time; and what to do about it. Some want to know whether archaeology and history support the Bible.
Others have questions about science and faith. Your pastor, your church library or Christian bookstore, and the
Internet can all be sources for answers to all kinds of questions.

But the best answer by far to start with is the one you know already. Why do you believe the Bible is true? Your
story of how you came to believe is almost certain to connect on some level.

Meanwhile, the more you explore these things, the more you're likely to find answers that strengthen your own
faith. Some Christians are suspicious of intellectual pursuits: they thinks it's better to believe without asking why.
That kind of "simple faith" (as it's often described) may be sufficient on some level for the one who believes that
way, but it doesn't help others—including the next generation—understand why they should believe. I have to
wonder, too, whether that's really loving the Lord with all our minds (Matthew 22:37).

No answer can be a great answer unless it answers what's been asked. The good news is that Christianity offers
plenty of those great answers.

Tom Gilson is a strategist with Cru (Campus Crusade for Christ), currently on assignment to BreakPoint. He blogs
at http://www.thinkingchristian.net."
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