Don't worry - God can handle a few difficult questions

Hampton Roads, Virginia - May 22, 2007 9:43 AM

Search:

4 LY
Go

(*) Site / Archives

™ Email this story

E‘l Printerfriendly format
P searcharchives

dailypress.com

. Contact
Us

. Place an

. ; . Real
Subscribe Ad

Estate

Customer
Service

-Jobs - Cars - Shopping

5-Day Forecast
Current\?/: 66° F
7 ¢ Partly Cloudy
= Humidity: 57%
Chance of precip: 9%

Home | News I Opinion | Sports | Business | Entertainment | Life | Classifieds | Site Index | Obituaries

05/22/2007 09:44 AM

. Advertiser
Index

Register

Life Today || Columnists | Travel || Gardening || Dating | Health | Special Occasions |

TOP STORIES

@ Answeringthecall-er

Preparechild for
friend'sdeparture

@ Recyclepicnicinto
games

@ Reachoutto the
emotionallywounded

Most e-mailed
stories

in thepast24 hours:

¥ 16local schoolsamong
nation'shest

¥ Man gets2 yearsin
soliciting teenfor sex

¥ Unsolvedkilling is
tragedwwithoutend

More top 20 e-mailed
stories

Religion News
GUEST COLUMNIST

Don't worry - God can handle a
few difficult questions

TOM GILSON

May 12, 2007

Jamie,a 19-yearold, recentlywrote on aWebsite: "l was
raised[in Christian practicesjndfor quite someime ...
believedall | wastold. ... It wasn'tuntil threeyearsago
whenl found aloophole that no onevould answeror
contradict... andinsteadof answerr help,| received
condemnationandthejoy of beingignoredby
EVERYONE in my churchgoingcongregatiorwho...heard
of my simple [question]that still lies unansweredfterso
long ..."

This unansweredjuestion he goes on teay, iswhy heis
now an atheist.

If anyoneshouldbe eagerto embracehonestquestionsit is
followers of JesusChrist. The God we worshipis Lord of
all creationandsourceof all truth.In view of that, every
answerto everyquestionmustsurelymakesense idight of
who Godis.

Not everyquestioncanbe answeredfor therearemysteries! often wonderaboutwhat Jesushomewaslike whenhe was
a boy. Weunderstandhat hewassinlessthroughhis entirelife. Whatwasit like to live with someondike that?Did other
childreneversay, "Youthink you'resoperfect!"? If so,how did he answe? Whatwasit like for Mary and Joseptto raise
him? We havethe barestsnippetsof informationin the Bible; therestl cannotimagine.

Beliefsdo notstandor fall on questiondike that. Jamie'suestionthough,wasaboutwhereevil comesfrom, which is
indeeda serious questioniVhy would someonégnoreit or condemrhim for it?

| supposesomemay regardhard questionsas apersonakhallengepr evena threatto their own knowledge Jamie'sellow
churchmembersnay not haveknown how to answer That'suncomfortablelf | may suggest this|, think therearetwo
good waysto makeit throughan awkwardmomentlike that. Thefirst is to responchonestly,"That'sa good questionand
there'sprobablya good answerut | certainlydon'tknow whatit is." There'sa world of wisdomin "I don'tknow." People
like Jamiecandetectfaking, yet they respechumility.

Thenwe needo committo working it through.Thatmay be uncomfortablen a differentway - it takeseffort! The Bible
callson usto bediligentin our studieg2 Tim. 2:15).Thewriter to the Hebrews(5:11-6:3) finds faultwith his letter's
recipientsfor gettingstuckin "elementarytruths” - feedingon "milk, not solid food" - andnot havingprogresseas they
shouldhave.Learningis a genuineChristian responsibilityThankfully, we do nothaveto go it alone.We're blessedwith
resources pastors, booksind Web sitesamongthem - tohelpuslearn.

Othersmay rejectquestiondor fearthat theyareimpious: "How darewe questiorGod!" It takesjust a momentleafing
throughthe Psalmsthough,to find questionsor God, evenhardones. Foexamplejn Psalm85:5-6 (NIV): "Will you be
angrywith usforever? Will you prolongyour angethroughall generation8 Will you notreviveusagain,that your
peoplemayrejoicein you?' If it wasOK for the Psalmistto ask questionsike that, surelyit's OK for us,too.

Othersmay recoil at the possibility that questionindicatedoubtinsteadof faith. But notice how the Psalmisgust quoted
wasableto join his questionswith belief (Psalm85:8,9):"l will listen towhat Godthe Lord will say;he promisespeace
to his people his saints- butlet them notreturnto folly. Surelyhis salvationis nearthosewho fear him, that hisglory
may dwell in our land."

This writer, very humanyet guidedby God'sSpirit, wasnot afraid of his own doubtsanddisappointmentsGodwasn't
afraid of them eitherHow betterit is to look our difficultiesin the eyethanto try to bury them!

Theworstresponsef all is, in my opinion, is, "Don't ask, justbelieve!" Belief can'tbe commandedSupposd wereto
tell you, rightnow, to believethere'sa live penguinwaddlingthroughyour living room, chasinga floppy fish. Youdon't
havegood reasont believeit (probably!).Canyou makeyourselfthink it's true anyway? Of coursenot. Similarly, if
Jamiedoesn'tkknow of good reason® believein God, or good answert® his questionsaboutGod, how could he believe?

Godcan,if He desiresgive faith as agift without showingreasonr evidencedor it. Thatundoubtedly happerfer
many.For thosewho do havegenuinedoubtsor questionsthough,thesecan'tusuallybe chasedawaywith a rebuke.
They requirethoughtful, respectfuAnswers.

Jamieprovidesa tragic exampleof whatcanhappenvhenwe avoidthe hardissuesGoodquestionghat leado good
answersaregood thingsGoodquestionghat leadus toward God for the answersareevenbetter.God s glorified in
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questionsandin answersandin the procesof pursuing them.

(Dedicatedto my late mother,who, until she wento be with the Lord last August,alwaysencouragedhe good

Gilson is thedirectorof strategigprocessefor CampusCrusadefor Christ. He canbe contactedhroughhis weblogat
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