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Is remarkablywell suitedfor ajob like that.His writing is
marvelouslyclearandengagingHis earlybook, "The SelfishGene,"
anexplanatioranddefenseof evolutionarytheory,hasbeencalledthe
bestpopularlevel sciencébookeverwritten.

He leadsthe"Richard DawkinsFoundatiorfor ReasorandScience"
andcallshis Website,"A ClearThinking Oasis."He pointedly
contrastshis own rationality with whathe callsreligion'sirrationality.
His attacksonreligion areshrill. For examplethroughonefull
chapterof "The God Delusion,"he maintainsthatteachingreligion to
childrenis child abuseThisis notjust asanarrestingfigure of
speechanexaggeratioio makea point. Dawkinssoberlycompares
religiousupbringingto sexualabuse andfinds religion theworseof
thetwo.

This famousscientistsupportghis with no systematiaata,just a few

pagesof anecdotesstoriesof peoplewho sufferedat the handsof ill -
advisedreligiouseducationStorieslike that,sadly,canbefound;but
whatdotheyrepreser If religioustrainingis thoughtto bechild
abuseanobviousscientifichypothesidollows: Childrenwith
religiousupbringingsshouldshowsomeof the symptomshatare
typical of abusecchildren.

Thesesymptomsarewell known. Theyincludefear, panicattacks,
eatingdisordersgdepressionlow self-confidencejrritability,
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difficulty relatingwith others substancebuseandsoon.

Not everyabusevictim experiencesnostor all of these pbutoutcomes
like this aretypical. If areligiousupbringingequalsabusethereought
to be signsthatsomethindike this happendo childrenof religious
families.

Thereis datato testsucha hypothesisit waspublishedwell before
Dawkins'book, sohehadampleopportunityto know whatscience
hadto say.ChristianSmith, a sociologistat the University of North
Carolinaat ChapelHill, led a massiveauthoritativestudycalledthe
NationalStudyof Youth andReligion. Theresultswerepublishedn
the2005book, "Soul SearchingThe Religiousand Spiritual Eyesof
AmericanTeenagers{with co-authorMelindaLundquistDenton),
publishedby Oxford University Presqyes,that'sDawkins's
university).lt is the beststudyof its kind to date.

This studysortedits 3,290participantanto levelsof religious
involvement.The Devoted,The Regulars;The SporadicandThe
DisengagedBecauséAmerica'spredominanteligiousgroupingsare
Christian,the"Devoted"and"Regulars'werepredominantlyChristian
- ProtestanandCatholic. Thereforetheseresultscanfairly betakenas
relatingspecificallyto Christianity.(Resultsfor otherreligionsare
hardto determindrom thedata.)

Thecloserteenagersvereto "Devoted"ratherthan"Disengaged,the
lessthey engagedn thesenegativebehaviors:

Habits: Smoking,drinking, marijuanause, TV watching,pornography
use,"action" videogameuse,R-ratedmovies;

At school:Poorgradescutting classesgettingsuspendedr expelled;
Attitude: Badtemper rebellioustowardparents;

Sex:Early physicalinvolvement,includingnumberof partnersand
ageof first sexualcontact.

Thosemore"Devoted"onthe scaleshowedmoreof thesepositive
outcomes:

Emotionalwell-being: Satisfactionwith physicalappearancelanning
for thefuture, thinking aboutthe meaningof life, feeling caredfor,
freedomfrom depressionnotfeelingaloneandmisunderstoodyot
feeling"invisible," not oftenfeeling guilty, havinga senseof meaning

to life, gettingalongwell with siblings;
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Relationshipsvith adults:Closenessvith parentsnumberof adults
connectedo, feelingunderstoody parentssensinghatparentgpay
attention feelingthey getthe "right amountof freedom"from parents;

Moral reasoningandhonesty:Belief in stable,absolutanorality; not
pursuinga "get-ahead'mentality; not just pleasureseekingjesslying
to parentsandcheatingin school,

CompassionCaringaboutthe needsof the poor, caringaboutthe
elderly, caringaboutracialjustice;

Community:Participationin groups financialgiving, volunteerwork
(including with peopleof differentracesandcultures)helping
homeleseople takingleadershipn organizations.

Thefindingsareoverwhelming On pageafter page chartafterchart,
oneveryoneof the91 variablesstudied the closerteenswereto the
"Devoted"endof the scale the healthiertheir lives were. Theseare
theresultsof Dawkins'child abuse. This is whathe complainsis so
badfor children.

H. Allen Orr wrote,"(Dawkins) hasa preordainedetof conclusions
atwhich he'sdeterminedo arrive. Consequently(he) usesany
argumenthoweverfeeble thatseemdo gethim there."In other
words,heseegust whathewantsto see.It's ironic - that'swhathe
accusedelieversof doing.

Whatcanwe conclud® This studysuggestgthoughits methods
cannotprove)thatgrowingup Christianis a very goodthing.
ConcerningDawkinsandhis book, we caneasilyseethathis attackis
falselybasedWe alsoseethatthis "rational” scientistignoredscience
andclearthinking to makethe point hewantedto make.

Sixteenweeksa bestseller.For thosewho boughtthe bookandfound
it persuasivethis shouldgive you seriousdoubtsaboutits credibility.
(Otherreviewershavefoundflaws on a similar scalethroughoutthe
book.) For followers of Christwho havebeenconcernedboutthe
blusterraisedby bookslike this: This, like otherbaselesattackswill
pass.The Christianfaith hasstoodfor along time; it will withstand
thistoo.

Gilsonis the Directorof StrategidProcessetor CampusCrusaddor
Christ.He canbereachedat http://www.thinkingchristian.net
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